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TO  THE 


Mailing  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  for  the  year 

1914. 

The  Mailing  Rural  District  is  bounded  by  the  Districts  of 
Dartford,  Strood,  Chatham,  Hollingbourne,  Maidstone  Borough  and 
Maidstone  Rural,  Tonbridge  and  Sevenoaks.  To  the  West  the 
Urban  District  of  Wrotham  is  inset. 

The  character  of  the  country  is  exceptionally  varied  for  a 
locality  of  less  than  40,000  acres,  as  are  also  its  geological  features. 
It  includes  the  range  of  chalk  hills  on  its  northern  boundary,  and 
the  belt  of  clay  land  at  the  foot  of  the  hills.  South  of  this  belt 
comes  a  wide  area  of  good  agricultural  land,  largely  under  fruit  and 
hops;  this  terminates  in  the  lower  range  of  Mereworth  hills,  which 
include  a  good  deal  of  sandy,  well-wooded  country  of  the  Surrey 
type.  South  of  this  again  is  the  flat  country  of  the  Weald, 
principally  under  hops,  fruit  and  pasture. 

Agriculture  and  the  manufacture  of  cement  form  the  main 
industries.  Brewing,  papermaking  and  other  minor  industries  also 
give  considerable  employment.  A  large  area  of  land  is  under  close 
cultivation  of  fruit  and  hops  both  of  which  industries  employ  a  large 
amount  of  male  labour,  and  both  of  which  almost  necessitate  the 
employment  of  the  wives  and  families  of  the  labourers  during  the 
spring,  summer  and  autumn,  these  in  addition  to  a  very  large 
immigrant  population  brought  in  to  harvest  the  fruit  and  hops. 

The  Rateable  Value  of  lands  and  buildings  totals  £174,723 
11s.  6d. 

Poor  Law  Relief,  exclusive  of  Administration  Expenses  for  1914, 
cost  £13,269  13s.  8d.,  the  amounts  spent  on  Institution  and  Out-door 
Relief  being  respectively  £3,622  5s.  6d.  and  £9,647  8s.  2d. 
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For  special  gratuitous  Medical  Belief  the  Hospitals  most 
generally  used  are  the  West  Kent  and  the  Ophthalmic  at  Maidstone. 
The  Hospitals  at  Boohester  and  Tunbridge  Wells  are  more  con¬ 
veniently  situated  for  the  North  East  and  South  West  areas. 

.  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  are  also  available  at  several  convenient 
points. 

Nurses,  more  or  less  trained,  are  supported  in  several  parishes 
partly  by  honorary  subscriptions  and  partly  by  voluntary  contri¬ 
butions  from  those  likely  to  need  the  nurses’  help.  East  Mailing 

Watenngbury  and  Snodland,  Plaxtol  and  Shipbourne  are  all  so 
benentted. 

.  _,Th®  Kent  Nursing  Institution  also  undertakes  a  limited  amount 
oi  Charitable  Nursing,  especially  in  West  Mailing  Parish. 

The  above  are  of  course  distinct  from  the  Begistered  Midwives 
of  these  last  there  is  still  a  shortage. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Census  Details  include  the  following 

Census,  1911. 
38,146 
5,528 
24,205 

middle  of  the  year  is 

The  Births  legistered  during  the  year  number  545,  there  being 
born  513  legitimate  and  32  illegitimate  children. 

The  Birth  Bate  for  the  year  is  22V  per  1,000  of  the 
Population,  quite  up  to  the  average  of  the  last  5  years. 

The  Deaths  numbered  261,  giving  a  rate  of  10*8  per  1,000  of 

the  Population.  The  average  for  the  past  14  years  is  just  over  13 
per  1,000. 

The  number  of  Children  dying  under  1  year  of  age  is  32. 

This  number  includes  5  premature  children  who  died  within  a 
week  of  their  birth.  5  deaths  were  due  to  Epidemic  Diarrhoea  4  to 
Bespiratory  Diseases,  1  to  the  result  of  Injury  at  Birth  and  the 
remainder  to  General  Diseases. 

The  Death  Bate  per  1,000  births  registered  is  58-5. 

Only  twice  before  has  the  present  low7  figure  been  approached 
m  1910  the  rate  was  75-5,  and  in  1912  6P6. 


Census,  1901. 


Acres .  38,146 

Inhabited  Houses...  5,183 
Population .  24,709 


The  Population  estimated  to  the 
24,054. 
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Fluctuations  are  to  a  large  extent  due  to  the  prevalence  of,  or 
comparative  freedom  from,  epidemics  of  Diarrhoea.  By  taking  any 
average  of  years  there  is,  however,  shown  to  be  a  steady  improvement 
in  the  mortality,  taking  for  instance  the  10  years  1897 — 1906  (the 
earliest  figures  I  have  available)  the  average  rate  is  126,  that  for  the 
last  10  years  1904 — 1913  is  97. 


Deaths  from  the  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  numbered  23, 
giving  a  rate  of  0-95  per  1,000  of  the  Population. 


There  occurred  from 


/ 


1 


Measles  . 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 
Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria  . 

Influenza . 

Diarrhoea . 


1  death. 

1  „ 

1  „ 

8  deaths. 
6 
6 


The  following  Tables  of  Vital  Statistics  are  of  interest : — 
Vital  Statistics  of  the  Whole  District  1909 — 1914. 


Year. 

Population 
estimated  to 
the  middle  of 
the  Year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Under  1  year. 

At  all  Ages. 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1,000  Births 
Registered. 

Number. 

Rate  per 
1000  of  the 
Popula¬ 
tion. 

1909 

24,306 

553 

22-8 

55 

99-5 

321 

13-2 

1910 

24,256 

530 

21-9 

40 

75-5 

273 

11-3 

1911 

24,205 

536 

22-2 

63 

117-1 

304 

12-6 

1912 

24,155 

534 

22-2 

33 

61-6 

282 

11-7 

1913 

24,105 

557 

23-3 

60 

107-7 

305 

12-65 

1914 

24,054 

545 

22-7 

32 

58-5 

261 

10-8 
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Causes  of  and  Ages  at  Death  during  1914. 


AT  SUBJOINED  AGES. 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

All  Ages, 

Under  1  year, 

1  and  under 

2  years. 

2  and  under 

1  5  years. 

5  and  under 

15  years. 

15  and  under 

25  years. 

25  and  under 
45  years. 

45  and  under 

65  years. 

65  and 

upwards. 

Measles 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria... 

8 

— 

— 

1 

JL 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Influenza  ... 

6 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

3 

Phthisis 

16 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

6 

3 

2 

Tuberculous  Meningitis . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Cancer 

16 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— _ 

2 

3 

11 

Kheumatic  Fever... 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

Meningitis... 

4 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Heart  Disease 

31 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

6 

20 

Bronchitis  ... 

13 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

9 

Pneumonia 

14 

3 

— 

3 

1 

— 

1 

2 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

2 

2 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ... 

6 

5 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver... 

4 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

2 

1 

Alcoholism... 

3 

_ _ 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

2 

1 

_____ 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease... 

18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

7 

7 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

Other  Accidents  and  Diseases  of 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition  ... 
Congenital  Debility  and  Prema- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

ture  Birth 

11 

11 

Violent  Deaths  (bar  Suicide) 

8 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3 

1 

Suicide 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

_ 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

ICO 

10 

_ 

6 

— 

1 

8 

12 

63 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  . 

273 

33 

— 

17 

13 

9 

34 

43 

124 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Water  Supply. — The  main  supply  for  the  District  comes 
from  deep  borings  into  the  Lower  Greensands  at  Hailing,  the 
supply  being  controlled  by  the  Mid-Kent  Water  Company. 

The  supply  from  this  source  is  constant,  plentiful  and  pure, 
though  the  water  is  hard. 

4,211  houses  receive  this  water.  About  1,300  use  spring  or 
well  water,  a  few  houses  only  being  entirely  dependent  on  a  rain 
water  supply. 

The  reservoirs  of  the  Company  which  I  inspected  in  the  course 
of  the  year  were  well  and  cleanly  kept. 

Chemical  Analyses  are  satisfactory  and  show  that  the  District 
receives  an  exceptionally  pure  supply. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  result  of  Analyses  taken  during 
the  year. 

The  samples  were  taken  from  various  parts  of  the  District. 

The  figures  represent  parts  per  100,000. 


Year  1914. 

Average. 

Maximum. 

Minimum. 

Free  Ammonia  ... 

•0007 

•0015 

None. 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

•0006 

•0012 

None. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  35  minutes 

None. 

None. 

None. 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  ... 

•0082 

•0116 

■0036 

Total  Solid  Residue  ... 

23-4 

24-4 

22-2 

Chlorine... 

1-80 

2-0 

1-6 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  ... 

Trace. 

•192 

None. 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  ... 

None. 

None. 

None. 

Temporary  Hardness  ... 

7-64 

10-6 

6-72 

Permanent  Hardness  ... 

3-8 

6-2 

3-22 

Total  Hardness... 

11-4 

16-8 

10-36 

DRAINAGE,  SEWAGE  AND  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

In  a  District  so  scattered  and  varied  no  uniform  system  can  be 
adopted.  Each  of  the  more  densely  populated  areas  has  its  own 
system,  while  the  scattered  villages  and  isolated  groups  of  cottages 
are  dependent  on  earth  or  pail  closets  or  old  midden  privies,  dry 
refuse  being  usually  collected  in  pits  and  dug  into  the  gardens. 
The  drainage  in  these  cases  is  usually  into  cesspools  with  or  without 
overflows  or  soakaways,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  subsoil  and 
other  circumstances.  In  some  few  instances  the  houses  are  without 
any  drainage  whatever,  but  in  these  cases  there  are  large  gardens 
where  the  liquid  refuse  can  be  disposed  of. 
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Of  1,101  houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act  during  the  five  years  in  which  the  Act  has  been 
operative 

600  have  water  closets, 

241  ,,  pail  or  earth  closets, 

260  ,,  midden  privies. 

Usually  the  badly  housed  parts  of  the  District  have  been  first 
selected  for  inspection  under  the  Act,  hence  the  proportion  of 
midden  privies  appears  larger  than  is  actually  the  case. 

West  Malling. — These  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  situated  in 
Ryarsh  parish,  are  still  giving  satisfactory  results,  and  as  shown  in 
the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Eeport  (appended),  are  economically 
worked.  They  give  a  fair  effluent  into  a  running  stream.  They  are 
well  and  cleanly  kept. 

Dry  scavenging  is  carried  out  by  private  contract,  the  cart 
doing  the  round  once  in  14  days  during  the  winter,  and  once  in  7 
days  during  the  summer  months  (May — September). 

Aylesford  and  Burham. — The  improved  condition  of  these 
Works  is  maintained,  and  I  have  detected  no  nuisance  from  them, 
neither  have  I  received  any  complaint.  Excepting  in  the  immediate 
proximity  of  the  sprinklers  there  is  very  little  smell. 

Snodland. — The  improvements  at  the  Outfall  Works  here  are 
now  complete,  and  the  effluent  is  discharged  beneath  a  cascade  into 
tidal  waters.  Scavenging  is  contracted  for  and  the  round  is  com¬ 
pleted  fortnightly  during  winter,  and  weekly  during  summer  (May 
to  September). 

East  Malling  and  Ditton. — Here  water  closets  connected 
with  cesspools,  or  pail  closets  are  in  general  use,  and  scavenging  by 
cart  both  of  sewage  and  dry  refuse  is  adopted. 

Since  my  last  report  a  Committee  has  undertaken  the  direct 
control  with  very  satisfactory  results,  as  shown  in  Tables  appended, 
which  I  have  summarised  from  those  supplied  me  by  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  having  purchased  their  own  horses  and  some 
additional  plant,  engaged  a  Foreman  responsible  to  the  Committee. 

Two  emergency  sites  were  also  obtained  for  the  deposit  of 
liquid  refuse,  an  important  step,  as  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  ground 
to  deposit  the  refuse  had  often  been  a  trouble,  especially  in  spring, 
when  much  land  was  down  for  hay.  The  dry  summer  of  1914  was 
favourable  to  the  disposal  of  liquid  refuse,  but  even  in  the  wet 
winter  which  followed  no  great  difficulty  was  experienced. 

Dry  scavenging  is  undertaken  by  fortnightly  round,  winter  and 
summer.  If  possible  a  weekly  round  should  be  undertaken  during 
the  approaching  summer,  at  any  rate  in  the  more  populous  localities. 
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The  following  Tables  show  work  done  during  the  years  1913 
and  1914,  and  a  comparison  can  be  made  between  the  new  and  the 
old  system  of  management. 


Year. 

Loads 

removed 

from 

Cesspools. 

Cesspools 

pumped 

out. 

Loads 

removed 

from 

Privies. 

Earth 

Closets 

Emptied. 

Pails. 

Emptied. 

Loads  of 
Refuse 
removed. 

1913 . 

2,242 

126 

316 

876 

10,407 

746 

1914 . 

2,297 

262 

375 

419 

10,534 

706 

Year. 

Capital  Outlay. 

Current 

Expenditure. 

Total 

Expenditure. 

1913 . 

£42  12  2 

£155  19  11 

£763  1  9 

£529  19  2 

£805  13  11 

£685  19  1 

1914 . 

Wouldham. — Here  the  combined  system  of  scavenging  con¬ 
tinues  satisfactorily. 

Maidstone  Sewage  Disposal  Works. — These  works,  situated 
in  Aylesford  parish,  have  been  extended,  and  more  land  is  now 
available  for  the  disposal  of  the  sludge.  Considerable  nuisance  has 
arisen  from  time  to  time,  and  was  particularly  noticeable  during  a 
part  of  July.  When  visiting  the  works  at  about  this  time  I  was 
told  that  in  consequence  of  the  alterations  in  connection  with 
dealing  with  the  sludge  there  had  been  delay  and  a  resulting 
accumulation  of  sludge,  which  was  emptied  in  considerable  quantity 
at  the  time  of  the  greatest  nuisance.  The  lime  treatment  of  the 
tank  liquor  has  not  entirely  fulfilled  expectations,  and  there  can  be  no 
question  but  that  Aylesford  and  the  neighbourhood  have  good  cause 
for  complaint.  On  the  other  hand  it  should  be  recognised  that  the 
Maidstone  Corporation  has  spent  much  money  and  done  good  work 
in  an  endeavour  to  lessen  the  nuisance.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the 
inconvenience  to  Aylesford  and  Eccles  might  be  diminished  if  those 
in  charge  of  the  works  carefully  considered  conditions  of  wind  and 
weather  when  undertaking  the  more  offensive  operations  which  are 
necessary  from  time  to  time. 

The  Sanitary  Condition  of  Schools  is  the  subject  of  a 
special  Eeport  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  acting  as  School 
Medical  Officer. 

Classified  Statements  in  connection  with  the  Sanitary 
Inspection  of  the  District  will  be  found  in  the  Eeport  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  (appended). 
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FOOD  SUPPLY. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — No  milk  is  imported  into  the 
District,  on  the  other  hand  several  large  dairies  send  the  supplies 
direct  to  neighbouring  towns  or  to  London. 

In  some  dairies  an  effort  is  being  made  to  improve  the  con¬ 
ditions  under  which  milking  takes  place,  but  in  many  the  process 
is  very  primitive  and  is  not  conducive  to  a  supply  of  pure  milk. 
The  Milking  Regulations  are  only  very  partially  attended  to. 

The  Tuberculine  Test  for  the  examination  of  milch  cows  is  only 
very  exceptionally  used. 

There  were  no  prosecutions  on  account  of  milk  adulteration. 
In  all  36  samples  were  examined,  and  of  these  4  were  found  to  be 
inferior.  Cautions  were  duly  administered 

Food  Supply  other  than  Milk  has  on  the  whole  been 
satisfactory,  the  food  on  sale  to  hop-pickers  needs  and  receives  close 
supervision.  There  were  no  prosecutions  by  the  Council. 

Under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act  140  samples  were 
taken. 

8  persons  were  cautioned  and  in  two  other  cases  prosecutions 
were  undertaken  : — 

One  for  selling  brandy  with  an  excess  of  water,  and  one  for  the 
sale  of  adulterated  butter.  Costs  were  paid  in  the  first  case,  and  a 
fine  of  £3  was  imposed  in  the  second. 

Housing  and  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909. — The  Hous¬ 
ing  Accommodation  of  the  District  is  being  improved  but  slowly, 
and  in  certain  parts  new  houses  are  still  needed,  more  especially 
at  Ightham.  The  four  Workmen’s  Cottages  at  Mereworth  were 
completed  during  the  year  and  are  now  occupied. 

I  append  a  Summary  of  Work  done  under  the  Act : — 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  the  Act  drying  the 


year  under  review .  335 

Number  of  houses  which  on  inspection  were  found  to 
be  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  representations  to  local  Authority  with  a 

view  to  making  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects  in  which  were 

remedied  without  the  making  of  Closing  Orders...  0 
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Number  of  houses  now  the  subject  of  negotiations 
with  owners  wdth  a  view  to  avoiding  the  necessity 
for  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  houses  demolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  houses  found  on  inspection  not  to  be  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  yet  presenting  serious  sanitary 
or  structural  defects...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

These  72  houses  either  have  or  are  in  process  of  having 


the  defects  remedied. 

General  character  of  defects  found  : 

Defective  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Defective  or  insufficient  drainage  ...  ...  ...  93 

Internal  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  145 

External  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  113 

Defective  paving  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Dirty  dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

Unsatisfactory  water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


The  supervision  of  new  buildings  is  undertaken  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  his  capacity  of  Building  Surveyor ;  he  is  also 
responsible  for  the  issuing  of  certificates  before  occupation. 

No  cases  of  overcrowding  were  reported. 

The  following  houses  have  been  erected  during  the  past  four 


years : — 

Estimated  value  over 

Estimated  value  under 

Year. 

£16  per  annum. 

£16  per  annum. 

Total. 

1911 

4 

16 

20 

1912 

13 

15 

28 

1913 

7 

16 

23 

1914 

7 

21 

28 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901. — There  are  on  the  Begister 
20  Factories  and  109  Workshops,  a  total  of  129. 

There  are  two  underground  Bakehouses. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  330  Inspections.  Defects  were 
found  in  9  cases ;  all  were  remedied. 

The  Midwives  Act  has  for  several  years  been  administered  by 
the  County  Council,  and  is  the  subject  of  a  Special  Beport  by  the 
County  Medical  Officer. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act  is  not  adopted  in  the 
District. 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Staff  consists  of  : — 

1 .  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

2.  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  also  Surveyor  of  New  Streets  and 
Buildings. 

3.  Health  Visitor  for  Tuberculosis  Cases,  who  is  also  Matron  of  the 
Isolation  Hospital. 

4.  Isolation  Hospital  Permanent  Staff  consisting  of  (1)  Matron  ; 
(2)  Staff  Nurse  ;  (3)  Probationer  or  Under  Nurse  ;  (4)  Hospital 
Porter;  (5)  Cook  ;  (6)  Wardmaid.  Additional  Nurses,  Laundry 
Maids,  etc.,  are  engaged  as  and  when  required. 

Hospital  accommodation  consists  of : — 

1.  Administration  Block. 

2.  Block  A  with  a  ward  for  4  patients  and  an  observation  ward  for 
1  patient. 

3.  Block  B  with  2  wards,  each  with  accommodation  for  6  patients. 

4.  Block  E  with  2  wards,  each  with  accommodation  for  4  patients. 

This  Block  is  fenced  off  and  separated  from  the  other  buildings, 
and  is  used  for  various  emergencies. 

Blocks  A  and  B  are  as  a  rule  used  for  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet 
Fever  Cases. 

During  the  year  57  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  57  cases  of 
Diphtheria  were  under  treatment. 

The  average  stay  in  Hospital  of  each  Scarlet  Fever  case  was  49 
days,  and  of  each  Diphtheria  case  36  days. 

One  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  seven  of  Diphtheria  proved  fatal. 

178  houses  have  been  disinfected  by  the  Hospital  Porter  after 
outbreaks  of  Infectious  Disease  or  in  consequence  of  Tuberculosis 
Infection.  These,  in  addition  to  School  Buildings,  after  Infectious 
Outbreaks. 

No  cases  of  Small  Pox  have  occurred  during  this  period. 

One  case  of  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  was  admitted  during  1913. 

The  following  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-Laws,  Regulations,  etc.,  are 
in  force  in  the  District : — 

(  Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act  1890. 
Adopted  J  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1890  (certain 
Acts,  j  clauses  relating  to  Rural  Districts). 

(  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act  1907. 
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Bye-Laws, 

Regulations, 

Etc. 
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Cleansing,  etc.,  and  Removal  of  Refuse  (P.H.  Act, 
1875,  s.  44). 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.,  (H.W.C.  Act,  1885, 
s.  9  (2)  ). 

Public  Mortuaries  (P.H.  Act,  1875,  s.  141).  At 
Aylesford  only. 

Hop-pickers  and  Fruit-pickers  (P.H.  Act,  1875,  s. 
314,  and  P.H.  (Fruit  Pickers  Lodgings)  Act, 
1882). 

New  Streets  and  Buildings  (P.H.  Act,  1875,  s.  157, 
and  P.H. A. A.  Act,  1890,  s.  23). 

Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk- 
shops  Order,  1885. 


CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK. 

Analyses  of  the  main  Water  Supply  to  the  District  are  made 
at  frequent  intervals,  and  the  results  are  tabulated  in  this  Report 
under  the  heading  “  Water  Supply.”  As  occasion  requires,  analyses 
are  also  made  of  local  supplies. 

The  County  Bacteriological  Laboratory  is  freely  used  and 
is  a  most  valuable  aid. 

A  very  large  number  of  specimens  from  suspicious  cases  of 
Diphtheria  and  Consumption  have  been  examined,  and  a  smaller 
number  from  persons  suspected  to  be  suffering  from  Typhoid  Fever 
and  Ringworm. 

All  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  the  Isolation  Hospital  have  specimens 
taken  from  the  throat  or  throat  and  nose,  and  are  found  to  be 
bacteriologically  free  from  the  disease  before  being  discharged  ;  and 
any  cases  when  the  diagnosis  is  in  doubt  are  also  examined  on 
admission. 

In  special  instances  other  examinations  are  also  undertaken  in 
the  County  Laboratory. 

Amongst  them  the  Bacteriological  Examination  of  water 
supplies,  of  milk  and  of  foodstuffs  in  cases  of  suspected  food 
poisoning ;  of  soils,  air,  sewage,  etc. ;  also  of  discharges  or  other 
material  from  individuals  who  may  be  suspected  of  spreading  infec¬ 
tious  or  contagious  disease. 

Under  the  Act  for  the  Compulsory  Notification  of  Infec¬ 
tious  Diseases  there  were  reported  254  cases. 
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The  following  Table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  cases  reported 
during  the  past  10  years  : — 


Year. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Puer¬ 

peral 

Fever. 

Ery¬ 

sipelas. 

Cerebro 

Spinal 

Fever 

and 

Polio¬ 

myelitis 

Oph¬ 

thalmia 

Neana- 

torum. 

Total. 

1905 

132 

102 

2 

4 

21 

0 

0 

261 

1906 

1  156 

86 

10 

1 

28 

0 

0 

281 

1907 

41 

55 

7 

1 

32 

0 

0 

136 

1908 

55 

31 

19 

1 

11 

0 

0 

117 

1909 

16 

55 

3 

2 

13 

0 

0 

89 

1910 

16 

12 

22 

2 

8 

0 

0 

60 

1911 

26 

27 

8 

1 

8 

0 

0 

70 

1912 

180 

39 

1 

2 

8 

0 

0 

230 

1913 

118 

30 

2 

1 

6 

2 

0 

159 

1914 

129 

104 

1 

3 

15 

1 

1 

254 

10  years’ 
average. 

86-9 

54-1 

7-5 

1-8 

15-0 

•3 

•1 

1 

165-7 

During  the  10  years  the  District  has  been  free  from  Small-pox 
and  the  rarer  diseases  such  as  Typhus. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  again  prevalent  in  the  District,  129  cases 
being  reported  Excepting  an  outbreak  at  East  Mailing  in  the 
autumn  nearly  all  the  cases  were  reported  in  the  first  four  months 
of  the  year,  and  the  large  majority  of  them  came  from  the  down 
river  parishes  of  Snodland,  Burham  and  Aylesford. 

The  epidemic  was  got  under  control  during  March  without 
closing  any  of  the  Schools,  indeed  no  School  or  class  appeared  to  be 
specially  involved,  neither  could  the  prevalence  be  traced  to  any  of 
the  rarer  sources,  such  as  milk  supply.  I  had  good  reason  to  suspect 
public  gatherings  in  one  or  two  instances. 

A  small  outbreak  at  Burham  and  Eccles  in  September  was  traced 
to  a  child  found  peeling  in  a  hop  garden  at  Allington. 
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An  outbreak  with  20  cases  in  all  occurred  at  East  Mailing  in 
the  autumn.  Here  the  School  appeared  to  be  tbe  centre  of  infection, 
though  of  the  first  8  cases  analysed  no  3  came  from  any  one  school¬ 
room  ;  they  were  evenly  scattered  through  the  different  class-rooms. 
No  common  milk  supply  or  other  source  was  discovered,  so  the 
School  was  closed  and  thoroughly  cleansed  and  disinfected,  and  re¬ 
opened  at  the  end  of  3  weeks.  No  fresh  cases  occurred,  though  two 
children  were  found  peeling  when  the  School  reopened. 

Diphtheria. — 104  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified,  and  44  of 
them  came  from  Snodland,  where  the  disease  was  endemic  through¬ 
out  the  year. 

Outbreaks  at  East  Peckham  and  Aylesford  were  traced  to  local 
causes,  as  were  smaller  outbreaks  in  other  centres. 

In  Snodland  the  cases  occurred,  as  is  usual,  principally  amongst 
children  of  school  age,  and  of  the  two  large  Elementary  Schools  the 
National  Church  of  England  School  was  principally  involved.  The 
sanitary  arrangements  at  this  School  are  not  satisfactory. 

Local  conditions  accounted  for  a  number  of  cases,  but  School 
infection  was  without  doubt  responsible  for  a  large  proportion. 

In  my  endeavour  to  trace  the  source  of  the  repeated  outbreaks 
I  satisfied  myself  that  the  Outfall  Works  were  not  in  fault.  The 
milk  supply  was  also  definitely  excluded.  The  sewers  are  open  to 
suspicion,  at  least  as  a  predisposing  cause,  and  complaints  are  made 
of  offensive  smells  from  manholes,  ventilators,  etc.,  at  certain  times. 
On  the  occasions  of  my  visits,  however,  they  have  been  free  from 
offence ;  also  the  sewers  are  flushed  twice  in  24  hours  by  nine  200- 
gallon  automatic  flushing  tanks,  and  they  are  in  addition  flushed 
weekly  from  hydrants. 

In  November  I  wrote  as  follows  to  the  Managers  of  the  Church 
of  England  Schools,  and  sent  a  copy'  of  the  letter  to  the  County 
Authority.  Up  to  the  time  of  writing  no  steps  have  been  taken  to 
improve  matters,  excepting  only  the  sealing  down  of  the  defective 
manhole  cover. 


To  the  Managers  of  Snodland  Church  of  England  Schools. 
Gentlemen, 

I  desire  again  to  call  your  attention  to  the  School  Premises 
which  have  come  under  my  notice  once  more  in  consequence  of  the 
prevalence  of  Diphtheria  in  the  Girls’  Department.  The  interior  of 
the  Schools  are  open  to  criticism,  but  it  is  the  state  of  the  yards  and 
sanitary  arrangements  to  which  I  think  your  immediate  attention 
should  be  given. 
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The  yards  are  generally  dirty,  ill-kept  and  untidy  ;  that  through 
which  the  Girls  pass  to  their  closets  I  found  neglected,  with  a  man¬ 
hole  cover,  over  which  they  might  step,  not  properly  closed,  and  the 
Inspection  Chamber  beneath  very  foul.  Again,  they  had  to  pass  a 
large  accumulation  of  ash-heap  rubbish,  part  of  which  was  lying  in 
the  open,  and  part  in  two  Sanitary  Dust  Bins,  one  with  the  bottom 
half  out. 

The  closets  themselves  are  dark,  and  damp,  and  unsatisfactory, 
and  there  is  no  separate  accommodation  for  Teachers,  which,  in  a 
school  employing,  I  think,  over  half-a-dozen  women  teachers  is,  to 
say  the  least,  exceptional. 

I  have  already  drawn  attention  to  the  state  of  the  inside 
premises  on  several  occasions,  and  I  am  sending  a  copy  of  this  letter 
to  the  County  Authority. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Faithfully  yours, 

ARTHUR  H.  ROBERTS. 


Typhoid  Fever.  One  case  only  was  reported  in  the  person  of 
a  woman  who  was  employed  to  scrub  out  the  “  Bull  ”  Inn  at 
Snodland  every  Saturday  night.  No  other  exception  could  be  taken 
to  her  surroundings  or  mode  of  life  in  connection  with  the  disease. 

1  case  of  Polio  Myelitis 

1  of  Ophthalmia  Neanatorum  and 

3  of  Puerperal  Fever  were  reported. 

Outbreaks  of  Whooping  Cough  occurred  at  East  Mailing, 
Trosley,  and  Offham. 

Of  Measles  at  Wouldham. 


Of  Mumps  at  Burham  and  Aylesford. 

The  following  Schools  were  closed  owing  to  outbreaks  of 
Epidemic  Disease. 


For  Whooping  Cough  :  East  Mailing  Infants... 

Trosley  . 

Offham 

For  Measles  :  Wouldham  Infants  . 

For  Scarlet  Fever  :  East  Mailing  . 


March 

May  and  June 
May  and  June 

April  and  May 

November 


Ophthalmia  Neanatorum  became  a  notifiable  disease  as  from 
April  1st. 


Epidemic  Diarrhoea  was  not  very  prevalent,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  during  the  hop-picking  season  the  weather  was  on  the 
whole  favourable  to  the  development  of  the  disease.  Better 
Scavenging  and  the  “  fly  campaign  ”  may  reasonably  be  held  to  have 
assisted  in  controlling  the  disease. 
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Prevalence  of  and  Control  over  Tuberculosis. — There 
have  been  notified  43  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  12  of 
other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  as  against  52  and  19  during  the  preced¬ 
ing  year. 

Of  deaths  there  were  registered  16  from  Pulmonary  and  4  from 
other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  as  against  17  and  10  during  1913. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  procedure  this  year..  The  work 
is  getting  betcer  under  control,  and  the  periodical  visits  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  to  certain  centres  is  found  to  work  satis¬ 
factorily. 

The  Health  Visitor  being  also  Matron  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
is  of  necessity  somewhat  irregular  in  her  visits,  but  she  does  what 
work  she  can  do  sympathetically  and  well,  and  it  would  be  a  pity 
to  make  any  change  in  personnel.  I  have  previously  for  other 
reasons  stated  that  it  would  be  well  if  the  Matron  s  work  at  the 
Hospital  was  limited  to  administration  and  supervision,  and  that 
she  should  nurse  only  on  emergency  ;  as  the  Tuberculosis  work 
develops  she  could  well  devote  more  time  to  that,  and  were  she 
freed  from  all  nursing  duties  she  could  get  through  the  rest  more 
regularly  and  therefore  more  efficiently.  In  all  183  visits  were 
paid,  and  a  distance  of  393  miles  was  travelled. 

There  is  no  Hospital  accommodation  for  sufferers  from  Tuber¬ 
culosis  other  than  that  provided  by  the  County.  The  Union 
Infirmary  has  a  couple  of  shelters. 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  by  the  Hospital  Staff  in  cases  of 
death  or  removal,  and  in  such  other  instances  as  local  conditions 
appear  to  require. 

Medical  Inspection  of  Schools  and  School  Children. — 
All  children  attending  the  Elementary  Schools  have  now  been 
examined  at  least  once  with  the  exception  of  children  aged  11 
and  12,  and  of  these  latter  any  who  appeared  defective  physically 
or  mentally  have  also  been  overhauled. 

The  request  of  the  Kent  Education  Committee  that  the 
Managers  of  Schools  should  find  means  to  follow  up  cases  which 
are  found  to  be  defective,  and  to  urge  parents  or  guardians  to  get 
treatment,  is  being  responded  to  very  partially,  best  perhaps  in 
those  parishes  where  district  nurses  are  employed.  In  some 
Schools  nothing  appears  to  be  done  to  urge  parents  to  obtain  treat¬ 
ment.  This  work  is  eminently  suited  to  a  small  local  Committee  of 

ladies. 

Fruit  and  Hop-Picking  Seasons. — Under  this  heading  I 
dealt  fully  with  the  problem  of  the  immigrant  fruit  and  hop-pickers 
in  my  last  Annual  Report,  and  another  year’s  experience  has  not 
caused  me  to  modify  the  opinions  therein  expressed.  In  the 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  appended  there  are  statistics  given  of 
the  past  season’s  influx  and  of  the  accommodation  provided. 
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There  has  been  the  annual  recurring  difficulty  of  getting 
defects  remedied  and  nuisances  abated  during  the  short  time  the 
hop-picking  season  lasts,  and  I  propose  in  the  early  summer  to 
draw  the  attention  of  certain  growers  to  the  defects  in  their 
arrangements  which  were  noted  last  season. 

At  your  request  I  reported  last  summer  on  the  type  of  privy  I 
considered  best  suited  to  the  circumstances,  as  follows  : — 

First  of  all  I  would  emphasize  the  necessity  for  separate  and 
plainly  distinguished  accommodation  for  men  and  women  if  the 
privies  are  to  be  freely  used,  also  the  number  of  closets  for  women 
and  children  should  be  quite  double  that  provided  for  men. 

The  type  best  suited  for  general  use  is  a  shed  which  may  be 
conveniently  built  of  weather  boarding,  with  a  trench  about  2  feet 
deep  extending  the  whole  length  of  the  back  of  the  shed,  the  trench 
being  so  dug  that  it  can  be  earthed  up  or  emptied  from  the  outside 
as  occasion  requires.  If  the  Camp  Scavenger  daily  applies  a  free 
sprinkling  of  dry  earth  over  the  previous  day’s  excrement  such  a 
privy  can  be  kept  sweet  for  a  considerable  time  provided  always 
that  the  inside  of  the  shed  is  kept  decently  clean,  and  that  all  ram 
water  is  kept  out  of  the  trench. 

Seats  made  of  hop-poles  arranged  lengthwise  with  short  cross¬ 
pieces  are  the  best,  ordinary  wooden  seats  become  filthy  at  once, 
cross-pieces  are  necessary  to  prevent  accidents  to  children. 

Wooden  or  hop-pocket  canvas  partitions  at  intervals  of  about 
2  feet  are  desirable  to  screen  those  using  the  closets  from  one 
another. 

It  is  essential  that  all  rain  water  from  the  roof  of  the  shed 
should  be  kept  out  of  the  trench,  preferably  by  guttering. 

It  is  only  by  providing  more  decent  closet  accommodation  that 
we  can  hope  to  stop  the  fouling  of  all  approaches  to  Hopper  Camps. 
The  condition  of  footpaths  near  some  camps  is  not  only  objection¬ 
able,  but  is  a  real  source  of  danger  to  health. 

Early  in  last  year  at  the  request  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  I  made  enquiry  of  some  of  the  larger  hop-growers  as  to  the 
earnings,  etc.,  of  pickers  with  the  following  results  : — 

The  average  tally  for  last  season  was  6-6  bushels,  the  earnings 
per  day  of  the  average  adult  picker  was  2/3,  the  season  w^as  short, 
lasting  about  19  days. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUB  H.  ROBERTS. 


May  11th ,  1915. 
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West  Malling, 

February  17th,  1915. 

To  the  Malling  'Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Eeport  for  the  year  1914  in 
respect  to  my  duties  as  Inspector  of  Nuisances,  Inspector  under  the 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909,  Inspector  of  Cowsheds  and 
Dairies,  Inspector  of  Canal  Boats,  also  as  Surveyor  of  New  Streets 
and  Buildings. 


NUISANCES. 

Accumulation  of  Refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

Drains  Blocked  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  98 

Defective  Sinks  and  Waste  Pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Defective  and  insufficient  Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

Defective  Roofs  and  Guttering  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Defective  Flooring  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  21 

Dirty  Dwellings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  22 

Defective  and  insufficient  Paving  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Dirty  Cowsheds ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  4 

Dirty  Dairies  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  2 

Dirty  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  6 

Dirty  Slaughterhouses...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  6 

Houses  unfit  for  Habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Insufficient  Water  Supply  .  24 

Insufficient  Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  .  ...  18 

Insufficient  and  Defective  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  105 

Keeping  Animals  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  7 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  2 

Overflowing  Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  35 

Overflowing  Privies  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  •••  45 

Other  Nuisances  not  enumerated  ...  ...  .  16 


Total...  ...  751 


I  have  served  253  Informal  notices  and  13  Statutory  notices  for 
the  abatement  of  nuisances  scheduled,  and  have  met  the  owners  or 
their  agents  on  the  properties  in  respect  to  structural  nuisances,  and 
the  necessary  work  in  connection  therewith  has  been  in  most  cases 
satisfactorily  carried  out,  and  those  remaining  are  being  proceeded 
with. 


With  respect  to  the  six 

houses  reported 

unfit  for  human 

habitation  are  as  under  : — 

Parish. 

No.  of  Houses. 

Results. 

East  Peckham 

2 

Demolished. 

East  Mailing  [ 

3 

...  Demolished. 

New  Hvthe  . 

Ryarsh 

1 

Closed  by  Owner 
pending  what  shall 
be  done  in  respect 
to  defects. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  no  prosecutions  to  enforce 
abatement  of  nuisances  has  been  necessary. 
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HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  1909. 

During  the  year  I  have  inspected  335  houses,  as  against  264  in 
1913,  and  239  in  1912,  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  year  1,102  houses  in 
the  district  have  been  inspected  under  the  Act. 

I  have  made  300  re-inspections  of  houses  inspected  in  1913 
where  the  defects  had  not  been  remedied,  with  the  result  that  with 
the  exception  of  registered  properties  679,  80,  81  and  83  at  Newhythe 
Lane,  East  Mailing,  the  defects  have  been  remedied. 

I  have,  during  the  year,  made  1,549  inspections  and  re¬ 
inspections,  I  have  also  written  138  letters  to  owners  of  cottages, 
setting  out  particulars  of  defects,  and  have  also  met  the  owners  or 
their  agents  on  the  premises,  with  the  result  that  generally  the  work 
of  remedying  defects  is  proceeding. 

Of  the  335  houses  inspected  I  found  54  satisfactory  and  281  with 
defects  as  scheduled. 

DEFECTS  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACT. 


Defective  and  insufficient  Closets 

69 

Defective  and  insufficient  Drains 

93 

Internal  Defects 

145 

External  Defects 

...  ns 

Defective  Paving 

90 

Dirty  Houses  ... 

51 

Houses  unfit  for  Human  Habitation... 

5 

Unsatisfactory  Water  Supply 

5 

Total 

...  571 

Of  the  5  houses  reported  unfit  for  habitation,  situate  at  Blue 
Bell  Hill,  Burham,  1  has  been  demolished,  3  have  been  adjourned, 
pending  'Water  Supply,  and  1  is  being  made  reasonably  fit  for 
habitation. 

I  herewith  submit  summary  showing  source  of  Water  Supply, 
also  form  of  Closet  Accommodation,  also  the  several  parishes  in 
which  Inspections  have  been  made  : — 

SOURCE  OE  WATER  SUPPLY. 

256  houses  are  supplied  by  the  Mid-Kent  Water  Company. 

19  ,,  ,,  ,,  „  Springs. 

46  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Wells. 

14  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Rainwater. 

PRIVY  ACCOMMODATION. 

188  houses  have  Water  Closets. 

5  ,,  ,,  Earth  Closets. 

38  ,,  „  Pail  Closets. 

104  ,,  ,,  Midden  Privies. 
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The  335  houses  reported  upon  were  inspected  in  the  following 
parishes  : — 


Aylesford  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Burham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

East  Mailing  ...  .  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  77 

East  Peckham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Ightham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Off  ham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Mereworth  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Ryarsh  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Shipbourne  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Snodland  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

West  Mailing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

West  Peckham...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Wateringbury  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 


Total  ...  ...  ...  335 


Workmen’s  Cottages. — During  the  year  4  cottages  have  been 
erected  at  Kent  Street,  Mereworth,  under  the  Housing  Act. 


SCAVENGING. 

Snodland. — The  dry  scavenging  in  this  parish  has  been 
carried  out  satisfactorily,  and  the  Council  have  entered  into  contract 
for  the  weekly  scavenging  from  May  until  end  of  September,  1915. 
The  Scavenging  returns  show  that  during  the  year  1,145  loads  of 
refuse  as  against  1,361  loads  in  1913.  I  have  not  received  any 
complaints  during  the  year. 

I  submit  Table  showing  number  of  loads  of  refuse  removed  in 
the  past  3  years,  and  cost  of  same  : — 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Cost. 

1912 . 

1,261  Loads  ... 

£130  0  0 

1913 . 

1,361  ,, 

£129  0  0 

1914 . 

1,145  ,,  ... 

£126  0  0 

Total  ... 

3,767  Loads  ... 

£385  0  0 

Cost,  £385  as  against  £379  in  the  previous  3  years. 
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The  public  Sewers  in  this  parish  are  regularly  flushed  by  nine 
200-gallon  automatic  flushing  tanks  which  discharge  twice  every  24 
hours,  and  also  flushed  from  four  hydrants  weekly. 

Wouldham. — The  combined  system  of  Scavenging  is  carried 
out  in  this  parish  by  Contract,  and  the  work  here  has  been  carried 
out  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and  I  have  not  received  any  complaint 
during  the  year. 

I  append  Table  showing  Summary  of  work  done,  together  with 
cost  of  same,  during  the  past  3  years:  — 

Scavenging. 


Year. 

Loads  from 
Cesspools. 

Cesspools 

pumped 

out. 

Loads 

from 

Privies. 

Pails 

Emptied. 

Loads  of 
Eefuse. 

1912 . 

50 

5 

139 

10,054 

486 

1913 . 

356 

4 

82 

11,033 

447 

1914 . 

273 

6 

90 

12,780 

405 

Totals  ... 

679 

15 

311 

33,867 

1,338 

Year. 

Cost. 

1912... . 

£128  0  0 

£128  10  0 

£159  10  0 

1913 . 

1914. . 

Total... 

£416  0  0 

£416  as  against  £370  I  Os.  in  the  previous  3  years. 

West  Malling. — The  contract  for  dry  scavenging  has  been 
carried  out  in  this  parish  satisfactorily,  and  the  Council  have  con¬ 
tracted  for  weekly  scavenging  from  May  to  the  end  of  September, 
1915. 
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I  submit  summary  showing  quantity  of  refuse  scavenged  during 
the  past  three  years,  together  with  cost  of  same. 


Year. 

Quantity. 

Cost. 

1912 . 

712  Loads . 

£  s.  d. 
110  0  0 

115  0  0 

100  10  0 

1913 . 

634  ,,  . 

1914 . 

577  ,,  . 

Total  ... 

1,923  Loads . 

325  10  0 

£325  as  against  £350  in  the  previous  3  years. 

Outfall  Works. — These  works  are  controlled  by  the  West 
Mailing  Sanitary  Committee,  and  managed  by  me,  under  their 
instructions.  The  sewage  is  raised  from  three  low-level  pumping 
stations,  i.e .,  Swan  Street,  St.  Leonards  Street  and  London  Road,  to 
the  high  level,  which  delivers  the  sewage  on  the  Council  Outfall 
Works,  Ryarsh,  by  gravitation.  The  sewage  is  first  treated  in  septic 
tank  and  then  passes  through  triple  filter  beds,  the  filtrate  then 
passing  into  stream  adjoining  Outfall  Works. 

The  cost  of  working  Outfall  for  the  year  was  £18  10s.  63.  This 
includes  digging  filter  beds,  clearing  sludge  from  septic  tanks,  and 
emptying  detritus  chambers.  I  submit  summary  of  cost  for  past  3 
years  as  follows  : — 


Year. 

Cost. 

£  s.  d. 

1912 

18  14  11 

1913 

17  11  0 

1914 

18  10  6 

Total  ... 

54  16  5 

The  ground  adjoining  Outfall  Works  is  let  at  a  rental  of  £5  per 
annum,  the  Council  reserving  right  of  deposit  of  sludge  and  overflow 
of  storm  water  on  ground. 
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Slaughterhouses. — I  have-  during  the  year  visited  the  various 
slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  and  have  on  six  occasions  called  upon 
the  occupiers  by  informal  notice  to  cleanse  and  limewhite  their 
slaughterhouses  as  against  four  in  the  previous  year.  On  re¬ 
inspecting  premises  I  found  the  work  of  cleansing,  &c.,  had  been 
carried  out. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — During  the  year  I  have  visited  the 
Dairies  and  Cowsheds  in  the  district  (in  all  cases  the  cows  are 
turned  out  all  the  year  round,  excepting  in  extreme  bad  weather). 
I  have  served  informal  notices  on  the  occupiers  to  clean  and  lime- 
white  4  Cowsheds,  as  against  3  in  the  previous  year  ;  also  in  respect 
to  2  Dairies,  as  against  3  in  the  previous  year.  On  re-inspecting 
the  premises  I  found  the  work  of  cleansing  satisfactorily  carried 
out. 


There  are  56  cowkeepers  and  purveyors  of  milk  on  the  Register 
as  against  55  in  the  previous  year. 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS. 

I  have  during  the  year  made  330  inspections  of  283  Workshops 
and  47  Factories  under  the  Acts,  and  have  called  upon  the  occupiers 
of  6  bakehouses  to  cleanse  and  limewhite  their  premises,  as  against 
11  in  the  previous  year ;  also  upon  owners  of  workshops  to  provide 
sanitary  convenience  for  workers  at  cycle  works,  and  for  defective 
drainage  at  wheelwright’s  and  insufficient  closet  accommodation  at 
paper  factory.  Informal  notices  were  served  in  each  case,  and  on 
re-inspection  I  found  the  defects  remedied. 


I  submit  Summary  of  Defects  : — 

Workshops — 

Dirty  Bakehouses .  ...  6 

Cycle  Shop,  without  Sanitary  Convenience  for  Workers  1 
Wheelwright’s,  Defective  Drainage  .  1 

Factory — 

Defective  and  insufficient  Privy  Accommodation  ...  1 

Total  ...  ...  ...  9 


During  the  year  I  have  registered  3  Workshops.  There  are 
now  on  the  Register  20  Factories  and  109  Workshops.  Seven 
Workshops  having  closed  down  or  gone  away — 1  Cooper,  2  Builders, 
2  Bakers,  1  Tailor,  1  Laundry. 


r 
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HOP-PICKING  INSPECTIONS. 


There  were  41  Hopper  Settlements  as  against  44  last  year,  as 
follows  : — 

1  at  Addington  with  200  Immigrant  Hop-pickers  and  Dependents. 

3  at  East  Mailing  ,,  1119  ,,  ,,  ,, 

1  at  Comp,  Ley  bourne  ,,  48  ,,  ,,  ,, 

2  at  West  Mailing  ,,  294  ,,  ,,  ,, 

1  at  Ightham  ,,  92  ,,  ,,  ,, 

3  at  Offham  ,,  930  ,,  ,,  ,, 

1  at  Mereworth  ,,  280  ,,  ,,  ,, 

22  at  East  Peckham  ,,  2732  ,,  ,,  ,, 

6  at  Wateringbury  ,,  1632  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Making  a  total  of  7,327  Adults,  as  campared  with  6,861  in  the 
previous  year.  I  estimate  there  were  at  least  13,000  children  this 
year.  There  was  a  predominance  of  women-pickers  employed. 

There  was  a  further  improvement  in  the  housing  accommodation 
this  year,  showing  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  number  of  tents. 


For  the  Housing  of  the  Hop-pickers  the  following  accommodation 
was  provided  by  the  hop-growers.  The  House-Carts  shown  in  table 
being  owned  by  the  pickers. 


Hopper 

Year.  Huts. 

1914  ...  1453 

1913  ...  1424 


Sheds  and  House 

Tents.  Barns.  Carts. 

302  ...  47  ...  38 

391  ...  24  ...  57 


Scavenging. — On  many  of  the  larger  farms  a  day  and  a  night 
watchman  is  employed,  the  day  watchman  being  also  responsible  for 
the  Scavenging  of  the  Settlement,  and  it  has  certainly  been  better 
attended  to  this  year,  although  on  the  smaller  farms  there  is  still 
room  for  improvement.  There  is  a  certain  amount  of  litter  always 
about  the  encampments,  which  is  most  difficult  to  deal  with,  but  I 
have  generally  found  the  growers  willing  to  do  what  they  can  to 
make  the  pickers  as  comfortable  as  possible,  and  I  have  noticed  a 
marked  improvement  in  the  hoppers  when  they  are  returning  to  their 
homes  showing  good  effects  of  their  sojourn  in  the  hopping  districts. 

Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  has  been  fairly  satisfactory. 
In  three  cases  where  it  was  not  up  to  the  standard  the  hop-growers 
carted  supplies  to  their  pickers. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  available  Water  supplies : — 

Mid-Kent  Water  Company  supplied  19  Settlements. 

Wells  „  16 

Springs  ,,  5  ,, 

Food  Supply. — The  food  supply  was  satisfactory.  The 
Assistant  Inspector  and  myself  thoroughly  inspected  and  examined 
all  supplies  brought  into  the  district,  the  previous  action  taken  by 
the  Council  has  decidedly  had  a  good  effect. 


24 


Infectious  Cases. — There  were  no  infectious  cases  reported 
during  the  hopping  in  respect  to  immigrant  hop-pickers. 

Assistant  Inspector. — The  Assistant  Inspector,  Mr.  C.  Couch, 
took  up  his  duties  on  August  26th,  and  continuously  visited  the 
hopper  settlements  and  inspected  the  food  supplies  brought  into  the 
district.  I  found  him  a  great  help,  and  he  carried  out  his  duties  in 
every  way  satisfactorily. 

CANAL  BOATS  ACTS. 

I  have  during  the  year  visited  and  revisited  the  several  wharves 
and  sidings  in  the  district,  and  I  have  inspected  nine  Canal  Boats, 
with  the  result  that  I  found  them  all  clean  and  well-kept,  and  in  no 
case  did  I  find  any  women  or  children  on  board.  There  were  no 
cases  of  infectious  disease  reported  or  notified  during  the  year. 

NEW  STREETS  AND  BUILDINGS. 


I  have  during  the  year  submitted  to  the  Plans  Committee  for 
their  consideration  52  plans  as  against  56  plans  in  the  previous 
year. 

Your  Committee  recommended  the  approval  of  the  52  plans. 
1  may  add,  to  prevent  unnecessary  delay  in  plans  being  approved, 
if  they  reach  me  in  time  and  I  find  they  do  not  comply  with  the 
Bye-laws,  I  return  same  at  once,  pointing  out  what  is  required  in 
the  way  of  amendment. 

The  following  particulars  give  the  class  of  buildings  for  which 
plans  were  submitted  and  approved: — 


Houses 

Cottages 

Bungalows 

Additions  to  Houses... 

,,  ,,  Cottages 

,,  ,,  Schools... 

,,  ,,  Farms  ... 

,,  ,,  Institute 

,,  ,,  Factories 

,,  ,,  Shops  ... 

Workshops 
Garage...  ... 

Stable  ... 

Parish  Room  ... 


4 

13 

2 

11 

9 

11 

3 

1 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 


Total  ...  ...  ...  64 

64  buildings  as  compared  with  77  in  1913. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

CHARLES  SOUTER. 


